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Figure 13 Estimates of the specific energy required to catastrophically break an asteroid.
(From Housen et al 1991.)
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Figure 8 Schematic cratering curves for crater radius, showing an additional “complex
crater’” regime for very large craters. At Earth’s gravity, the strength regime holds for
submeter sized craters, the gravity regime for meter to km sizes, and the transition to complex
craters begins at diameters of a few kilometers.
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